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week it 15 thought that four Republican Assem-
blymen will oppose the Excise bill. As the
Republican strength, after General Batchellor's
retirement, is only seventy-eight, this will
Jeave only seventy-four votes in the affirmative
—nine more than are required. This is on
the supposition that all the Republicans are in
their places, as they ought by ull means to be
when 8 measure of suoh importance is under
consideration,
BLECTION REFORMS.

Bsllot-Reform bills, differing in details bub
designed to embody the same principles, have
been adopted in the New-Jersey House by a
pearly unanimous vobe, only two Democrats
opposing, and advanced to a third reading in
the New-York Assembly by a partisan vote,
the Demoorats most foolishly redsting. Oom-

| parison of these measures in their detalls is not

at present essentinl. They are supported by
good cftizens only for vital features in which
they ‘are essentinlly alike, while they are op-
posed only for partisan reasons which go equal-
ly against any and every simiiar measure of
reform. It would give Governor Hill an in-
famons eminence indeed if by his ndividual
objection on purely partisan grounds & messure
should be defeated in this State which differs
in no essential particulars from the ono adopt-
ed, with the assont of every Republican and
every Democrat except two, in a Democratio
Legislature so partisan as the New-Jersey body
has shown itsalf in other matters.

The key of the situation in New-Jersey is
that sundry organizations of labor voters have
asked for the adoption of the Australian sys-
tem. 'The bill passed in New-Jersey originated
with & representative of that interest, and is
demanded by labor voters as & measure of jus-
tico and personal freedom from undue influ-
ence. Whether these votérs are mistaken or
not na respects the present freedom of this votes
of workingmen, in this ab least thoy are un-

‘questiohably right, tha it is for the interest

of all workingmen, sa of all good oitizens of
any perty, to secure as fair, free and honest
aloctions as possible. When Govemor Hill
commits himself against a measure which is

| thus demanded by the representstives of or-

ganized labor across the river, he may profit-
ably consider whether. the workingmen in this
State also may not distrust his motives and
condemn his ocourse.

No estimate of the partissn effect of this

1 measure is of value, based upon the judgment

of individuals respecting partioular localities.
If it should be passed, corrupt and corrupting
influences in either party would lose s con-
dderable portion of thelr power, and it might
be naturally inferred that this would make a
difference against one of the parties in some
localities, and against the other in other Jocal-
jties. But there is moch reason to belieye thas
fhe instinet of Governor Hill, a Past Master in

| the arts of corruption, {s entirely correct—that

a purer, freer, and more honest eleotion will
' and alvays work to the disadvan-
tage of the Demoeratis party in the long run.
That, at least, will be the popular interpretn-
tion of bis opposition, if he ventures to yeto the
Now-York bill, while the Democrata of New-
Jersey, far more shrewd [n this particular at
least, do not suffer themselves to be regarded
& relying upon corruption of the bellot-box
{for political suocess.

STATE OARE OF THE INSANE.

At the recent hearing at Albany on the bill
providing for the transfer of insane paupers
from’' the county to the Sthie asylums the op-
positios made lithle or no headwsy. Mr. Davis,
a member of the Erie Oounty Board of Buper-
visors. who was the principal speaker sgainst
the measure, argued that county care is cheap-
or than State care. The answer is, that suoh
an sssertion is merely an unwarrantable as-
sumption. No statistios can be drawn upon to
substantiate Mr. Dayis's statement. The coun-
tios do nob keep their accounts in snch a man-
ner that the cost of maintaining the insane can
bo determined with anything like nccuracy. In
the Inst annual report of the State Board of
Charities we find this paragraph in relation to
the pointMt issue: “The county asylum is
merely an integral part of the poor-houso and
of the pauper economy und administration.
There being no data showing the actual cost of
county care, there oan be no comparison of such
‘oost With that of State care of the inssne.”

Mr. Davis, finding thab it cost the Stato
£5 80 per capita a week last year to take care
of the acute insane in the Buffalo State Asy-
lum, fesls fustified in holding that it would

( high a figure as that to caro
chronic fnsane of the counties. Such
proposition is self-refuting, The ocost of
chronic insane is one thing,
cost of maintaining the acute insane is
and s very different thing. The State
Charities that * the counties, os
rule, retain thelr able-bodied patients, who
labor on the farm or in the house, and trans-
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ml T WEEES OF THE SRSSION.
o resolution to adjorrn sine die Mey 16. So
only & month and & half remains of this session
—less than & month snd & half, indeed, since
there s little probability that the weekly recess
from Pridsy until Monday will be omitted;

| and it is understood that the Legislature will

adjourn for & week in order to witness and
ghare in the Washington Centennial exercises.
But althongh final adjournment i so mear ab
hand, the important measures of the year have
yeb to be dispossd of. Neither the Ballot Re-
Torm bill nor the Excise bill has had it third
reading, ‘The Prison bill, which seems likely
to command the greatest support, has been
reported, but has been recommitted. The most
impoitant ‘of the anoual fiscal messures, tho
Supply bill; has still to be considered.

In & word, the unfinished business includes
about all the business in which the general
publio feel an intevest. It is not an encourag-
ing situation. If the Legislature expects to
get through creditably by May 186, it will have
to work like » beaver during the coming six
weeks, ' Let the passes for the floor be revoked,
the lobby be rigorously excluded, the five-
minute rule be enforced. Jf these things are
done, and if the Republicans in the Senate and
Assembly sre united and diligent at all points,
they, can clear the calendar of the measures
which nmst be attended to if they would gscapo
the-bondemnation of their constituents by the
middle of next month. Let our friends ab
Albany look to it. A great responsibility rests
upon them.

TRUSTS AND THE ZTARIFF.

,Truly, the Freo Traders have mosb winning
ways to make poople hate them. They are
persistently affirming that Protectionists natu-
tally delight in trusts and other combinations
fo fleece the public, but are moved to denounce
them only becanse convinoed that they tend to
render the protective systam unpopular. This
1s, of oourse, an indecent slandee, for Protec-
tionists, at lenst as ardently as any other citi-
gons, desire the welfare of the community, and
are more willing than others to make some per-
sonal saorifices in order to secure permanent
benefits for all consumers. They believe that
protection does encourage the development of
home industry, and consequently increased com-
petition among home producers, snd there-
fore surer and more lasting beneflits to con-
sumers than can by any other mode be secured.
The Froe Trader does not believe this, and has
o right to his delusions. But he has no right
to falsify the record by pretending or implying
that Protectionists, who consent to sacrifices
for the public good, do not desire that end as
much as Free Traders, who selfishly refuse to
make temporcry personal sacrifices for lasting
pablic benefits.

The sincere advocate of protection Is one
who honestly belioves that the highest advon-
tages in the end for all the peopls of the ooun-
try are to be sttained by duties which develop
home production and competition. The Free
Tmder can only discredit himself by deaying
to his opponents honesty of belief or sinoerity
of purpose on this point. But it necessarily
follows, from the root idea and controlling atms
of the Protectionist, that hs must be uncompro-
misingly bostile to any and every process by
which home production s checked to the dis-
sdvantage of consumers, or homa competition
restricted for the purposo of plundering them.
He could not be a genuine Protectionist if be
were not zealous to see home prodootion de-
veloped and home competition increased, so
that the objects of protection may be most fully
and speedily attsined. Even o tomporary
agreement to restrict production, because of an
actual deficiency of demand, he naturally views
with distrust becauso, first of all, It outs down
the demand for American labor snd tends to
dopress wages, and second, it is exceedingly
apt to be prolonged and extended as & means
of extorting from consumers unnatural prices.

No other attitude of mind for the Protection-
ist is logical, or consistent with his zeal for the
welfare of the peoplo or the uplifting of labor.
It is therefore s most unjust perversion to
ropresent him as the friend or slly of combina-
tions which have no other object than to de-
fent the ruling sims of his economip philosophy.
The slander is only & little more dishonost
when the trust or combination in question is
notoriously made up of persons who are hostile
to protection, who owe no ndvantage to the
protective policy, and who use the money and
influence they possess to defeat that policy.
The trusts which have boen aided by protective
duties, if any such exist, do injuro the canse
in the public estimation, snd that is an addi-
tional and honorable reason for opposing them,
but no such additional reason is needed. They
kindle public indignation against the men who
abuse opportunities granfed for the public
benefit and strive to twrn them into Instru-
ments of private greed. But sincers Protec-
tionists require mo such stimulus to oppose
methods which have no other object than the
practical defeat of their aims and principles.

CHILDREN IN DANGER.

There is now before the Assombly of thia
State & bill which provides that commitments
of children to benevolent snd reformatory in-
stitutions shall be roviewed as to the facts by
any coutt of record on demand within thirty
dsys. The bill wae introduced by Mr. Hamil-
ton, and perhaps his aotion is a simple formal-
ity, which he will ~xplain in dae time. Even
if it should appear that he was befriending the
measure, we should nob think of criticising his
mofives, but should merely repeat with greater
emphaals the opinion that the bill ought to be
killed, since the support of such 8 man would
necessarily increase the danger of its passage,
The law under which neglected and vicious
children are rescued snd provided with a fair
ehlinos in life is not in need of mmendment.
Under fis operation for & century an incal-
culable amount of suffering and degradation
has been relieved, and tens of thousands of
children who seemed destined to become out-
casts and eriminals have grown into viriuous
men and women. Errors of judgment there
way have been, since magistrateg are not in-
but the cases whick ocould be fsirly

as suggestive of a wilfal and per-
se of authority have been so few
valid argument against the

HRHT
i

g
g

i

st Albany lust week adopted

hmln-mngt
| cos] trade nre nt present rather the most gloomy

“a - o y Gy

a ohild for whom Me. _

fered the strongest evidence of the misery from
o

this physical testimony bo lost

termined elfort to recover
it would be found impessible to maintain the
Btate's superior claim,

The longing which ,..~~nts evinos undar such
circumstances to retain possassion of their chil-
dren genemlly testifies not to natural affec-
tion, but to selfishness and svorics, and not
soldom tu the most detestable and inhumsn
motives of which it is possible to conceive.
And even where a trace of lpve survives smid
the debasements and brutalities with which
they surround vheir offspring, it onght not to
be weighed for an instant against the welfare of
thoso whose young lives are embittered and
corrupted in such an atmosphere.

Aside from all considerations of justice and
morality, the passage of a bill which proposes
to overthrow the reformatory system of the
State would prove to be one of thd most vexa-
tious pieces of legislation ever enaoted. It
would be mot only vexatious, but costly. It
would make the issue of every commmitment
uncertain, paralyze the encrgies of every insti-
tution affected by it, and put every child com-
mitted under il into purgatory for thirty days.
And more thau that, it would mmitiply litiga-
tion, and further crowd the calendar of every
court. A rehearing would have to be begun
within & month, but who oould pretend to say
when it wapuld be ended? Delays, postpone-
ments, technicalities, false testimony, hypo-
oritical pretences of injured innocence an
wounded affection, and all the Jong. famili
train of nccidents and devices by which justts
is defeated, would mark the operation of the
law. If the Assembly does its duty, Bill No.
667 will be permitted to die without a struggle.

NEEDED BRIDGE IMPROVEMENTS.

A year ago there was a good deal of agitation
fn mgard to enlarging the terminal facilities of
tlie Eagt River Bridge at the Now-York end. The
adoption of the * eiroulating system” was earncstly
urged on the trustees, in order to bring the milway
service up to the demands of the constantly In-
crensing passnger travel.  After considerable dis-
cussion, the trustees decided to postpone action,
and in the meantime nothing whatever hns been
done. During the progress of the discussion re-
farred to it was earnsstly hoped that the bill re-
organizing the Board of Trustees would b
a law, and the management of the great structure
be put in the hands of n commission Kkeenly alive
to its needs nnd possibilities. Unfortunately; the
bill fajled. Another bill haa been proposed this
year, however, and so the conditions existing
twelve months ago are substamtially repeated.

1t is pertinent to inquire why nothing has been
acoomplished in the time that has elapsed. The
prinaipal renson fa the supineness and ind{fTerence
of the twenty trustees as to the work under their
control snd the dsvelopment of it that fs required
in the interest of the millions who make dafly use
of {t. For four months lnst snmmer they held not
o single meeting, and it is notorious that nt least
one of the ex-officio members has never attended
one of the moathly meetings, That the publie
welfare demands the abolition of such s negligent
and eumbrous board is too plain to need argument.
Mr. Aspinall's bill ought to have boen brought
forward eorly in the session] but there Js ample
time yet to push it through hoth houses. In 1885
Governoe Hill vetoed a reorganization bill, and
last year he let the one passed die on his hands.
The pending measure ought to be passed now in
time for action by the Governor prior to the ad-
journment,

Ihe jam in the vielnity of the Bridge ghtrance is
dally becoming denser and more fntolerable. While
uo rensonable person can expect any practieal
stops In the direction of remedying this state of
things to be taken by the present trustees, nnless
an unlooked-for access of publie spirit comes upoa
them] ft is not the less the right and the duty of
the public who use the Bridge, and of the organs
of public opivion, to insist that a rem.
ody be applied, The remedy needed fs obvi-
ous. Enlarge the Bridge termioal station and
the approaches thereto; provide numsrous and
casily ncoessible entraneces; reorganize the earry-
Ing system so s ot least to double the railway
capacity. These are the essential outlines, It
will not be a difficult problem for the officinls
oharged with the Bridge management to work uut
the details and provide the sorely needed improve-
ments. For our own part, however, we dsepair
of the present trustees, and look to the Legislature
to help forward the work that shonld have been
begun long ago by glving us, instend, a commission
which will seelc to satisfy the publie wants, and
in which the publis will feel entire confidence,

MONEY AND BUSINESS.

It is not an old-fashioned flusneinl blizzard
which has visited the Street during the past
weel, but rather a season of liquidation in those
stocks which bave for n long time beon artificinlly
held at prices not warranted by events or earning
power, Thoe charaoter of the market s shown by
a few flgures. At the lowest point on Friday
the Joss from the elosing-of the preceding week
wns §27 87 on only the twelve shares most lnzgely
sold, an avernge of 82 28 per share, whils on all
the 1est of the list the avernge loss wos only halt o
dollse per share. At the close on Saturday, after
somo recovery, the weeld's loss on the twelve
stocks was only $1 18 per shave, while the loss on
all the rest of the list averaged 30 oenta per share,
Thus the drop and the recovery were both mainly
confined to a fow seourities, and those wers stocks
fn which for months there was exceedingly good
reason for selling, but the cligues and the belated
investors persisted in trusting tho powers of
manipulation eather than the power of earning
dividends, The frony of the situstion comes in
the oollapse of manipulation just when the earn-
Ing power of rilroads is improving. The gross
enrnings of wghty-two roads for the first and
second, and sixty-one for the third, weeks of March
aggregate §18,054,460, agoinst §11,875,206 for
the same weéks pnd on the ssme roads last year,
n gain of 14.8 per cent, and while last year's
Llizeard sccounts for part of the gain, the recent
advance in rates pecounts for a larger part

It is true that the prospect is not entirely un-
cloanded. . Boston has not lquidated yet In copper.
In spite of the great gnin in exports for March,
there bas probably been an expess of imports. In
spite of the agreement to raise rates, there in still
some outting among the railroads, Tho earnings of
gome important lines show very narrow gains over
s period of disaster last year, DBut the adjourn-
ment of the Texas Legislature, a hostile raflrosd
bill baving beep defeated, and she opening of
Oklahoma for settlement, are points of value to

Rock lsland and of eoupons on some of the lowess
abligations of the Atclison are ensournging feat-
ures. Of far wider importence is the fact that
the winter wheat erop looks unusually well, while
the area sown %o spring whoat appears to have

The depressions in the iron and

festure in thé busitesa ountlook, but, in spite of
these, the volume of payments reported through
the bonks last week was § per cent larger than
laat yoar av New-York, 26 per cent lsrgar av Dos-
_mWMleﬂ 1-2 per cenn
Jarger at-the thirty-slx other citles and towna. Purt
of this be the result of spooulation, but not by
ooy  thn whole. :
fron furnaces
. Quring the last weel, and mbéuu-

which it had been resousd. And nob only would |

some roads; the panyment of the usual dividend by | books

in Pesneylvanis have stopped |
fasturers say, in thelr appeal for lowes raflrond |y

The whoat market, {Ilusteates the same truthi
Thammmnihnlll-smfnmm
and Amueuwummwmm
600,000 bushels, against 978,000 last yoar. Buv
ju four weels the exports have been only 085,000
bushels, agninst 1,734,000 last year; ot flour,
455,000 barrels, against 770,000 Jast year, and
of corn, 7,100,000 bushels, against 1,870,000 lost
year, Corn has declined nearly 1 ocent, oafs ris.
ing o fraction. Cotton remains strong, because
exports continue encarmous, 402,330 bales in
March, against 278,485 last year, and far exoeed

port redaipts, which bave been 207,610 bales, |

agninst 102,678 last year. To this produet is due
a third of the increase, $7,000,000, in exports

from Néw.York for Maroh, the increase in eotton | &

being 50,000 bales bere snd 169,000 at other
ports, from which ft may be inforred that the
mlamfwthguthwmhmwﬂ.mﬂq
ngalnst about §70,000,000 of imports, of which the

increase 88 New-York has been 11.9 per cent. |

Olmtmdmsbommhnm
lneger-thon lsst year, though the annual reports
of hogs pocked for the yesr ending March 1
show on aggregste of 10,798,074, sgainst 11,
582,707 for the provious year.

During the week monetary disturbances have
not arisen from the Treasury, which hns neither
incteased mor decreased its cash. Demands grow.
iumlnnmnmmnmddm
have boen felt, but the bank statement here as yeb
shows little decresse in the unpreoedented amount
of loans. The reserves were sut down s little, but
sre large enough for a point usually abous the
lowest of the senson. Liquidotion in stocks
might esnse an outgo of gold, bat at present de.
mands are chiefly conmeottd with the unusual
stocks of goods which an open winter has com.
pelled dealers to retain. Tardiness of ocolleetions,
and 588 failures In four weeks, against 805 last
year, are in part attributable to the same cause.

It is to be hoped that something prastical will
some of the meeting between the Mayor and the
presidenta of the gas companies to-day. The ques-
tion of the scoumulation of gas in the subways is
one that oyght to be disposed of at onee. What
right have the makers of gas to pollute the earth
with their product? Why are they not to stand
on the same bosis with the manufesturers of
eream-of-tartar and othrr substances the: process
of making which deflles the air and makes it un-
healthful? And espoeially now that the eseap-
ing gns makes the subways Hable to explode, it Is
high time thst something was dJone to put & stop
to this source of danger. The people look to Mayor
(Grant to push the matter vigorously.

—— e

It is reported that very large sponges have been
found growing in a pond at Coultersville, near
Pittaburg. Some of the largest of contemporaneons
sponges ean be seen daily in front of that great
American institution, the free-lanch eounter.

ks

In Boston they are still discussing the question
of the use of overhend wires for street-rallway
motors, There was an elabornte hearing before
the Bonrd of Aldermen last week, and the matter
will not be disposed of before April 10, Nearly
all the nrguments presented on Wednesday were
offered in behalf of the company which js seeling
the privilege of using this highly dsngerous sys-
tem. The only point of consequente submitted on
the otlar side wns that the wires might interfere
with the firemen when fighting a fire. No empha-
xls was Jaid on the danger arising from the earry-
fng of a current powerful enough to run street-
cars in case of n breaking of the wires, In this
oty we have had suffielent experience with broken
eleatrio-Jight wires to appreoiate this peril. Bos-
ton evidently has the lesson yet to learn. From
the trend of things at last week's hearing 14 seems
probable that Boston will sdon have this in-
oubus fastensd upon har. Now is the-time for her
citizens to bestir themselves if they wish to avert
tha thireatened infliction.
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Mr. Sheehan .gyrating up and down the
Assombly chamber, wildly waving bis arms and
shrieking at the top of his voico, I8 amusing,
but not edifying. We beg to remind the member

anclent and modern, proves conclusively that
no great cause was ever won in this way.
. b

A sensational “ dime musenm® has had on exhi-
bition & representation of the murder of the drug
olerk Weohsung by the boy Krulisoh. That snch
things are availabk as an * attraction® betokens
the low tone of public morals and publie tagte in
the oity, but in this cose there was an obvious in-
justice to the lad, agninst whom the .grave
eharge of murder has not been proved, Bo every-
body will rejoice to learn that the Superintendent
of Police has caused this particular exhibition to
be stopped. It is rarely thaf we hear of & more
disgusting affalr, Reslly, there ought tabe a law
preventing such demoralizing exhibitions.

el

Governor Hill's deflance of the mora] sentiment
of the community often seems slmost ipexplicabls,
but here is & very easy explanation: He knows
that, no mattef how unsorupulous or unworthy
lio may shaw himself to be, whenever he receives
the regulnr Demooratic nomination for any office,

00 per cent of the party, including many good | B, MUFOU.

men who would be nshamed to #o the things
he does, will walk to the polls and vote for him.
This is & steiking fact in our politigal life whioh
no thoughtful man skould overlook.

PERSONAL

General Horstio C, King will bs the Decoration
Day orator at Orsuge, N, J.

Count Hoyos, the comrads of the late Prince Rudoll .

has jolnod Cardinal A

alJlum-}:. ul‘- pvimblw

Miss Drigham’s socoptance of the presideney of
:mm nmnm?am:y cases groat rejoleing fo

achusotty, thore s much talk enlarging
m.-mn of the institution. ' *® g

The lote 8. C. Hall, foupder of “ The Art Journsl,®
Is creditod with the authorshlp or editorship of 360
The Afth course of Winkley lectares will be given
fn the Junlor Lecturs Room, Bartlst Chapei, Theo-

from Buffalo that a careful perusal of history, | &
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birthday, and we colebrated the oceasion by ‘eetting
np' two columns of typs, cutting half » cond of wood,
rooking the baby two hours and clesning our shotgun.”

Married Rich.—Cus—1 hoar George married an
He's In

“‘nlnl—-!l H-wmmm to i
0, | :
his boand at & 840 a woek .. %E ”*

elss,—(New. ¥

rates, that under present cirowdnsigpoes many oth-



